^ Figure 1 Mary Mulvihill and orrery. Photo: Brian Dolan.

, which was

best-known written work was the multiple award-winning publication

immense, fundamental, yet still vastly underappreciated, contribution to world science, medicine, and engineering. She was
also a determined advocate for women in
neering, and mathematics, founding an
organisation for this purpose called WITS
(Women In Technology and Science) and

Mary Mulvihill (Fig. 1) was one of Ire-

, currently available from
Four Courts Press.
This book had an
initial 6-month
time allocation:
it actually took
6 years. Anyone
with an interest
in Ireland, period, should own a
copy of this magtion.

opus, the multiaward-winning
book

< Figure 2 Front
cover of the
2019 reprint of

Mount Jerome Cemetery (at which I was
honoured to be present) saw hundreds of
people both inside and outside the ceme-

battling a vicious cancer. In typical Mary
style, she opted for a modest wicker cof-

Mary, a woman of phenomenal dynamism, vast knowledge, a passion for Irish
heritage, and huge charm, died at the rela-

originally published in 2002 but that has
been republished by Four Courts Press in
2019 with a new Preface by Jocelyn Bell
Burnell (the Irish-born astronomer who

. Mary and myself worked on
the information panels that surround the
inside of the bell and that tell its story, and
that of the men who worked in it. It was a
great moment when the Diving Bell Muse-

organisations, and he can be seen recount-

liner named Dermod Heron (who passed
away in 2020). I set up an interview with
him at his home in Raheny, which Mary
and myself conducted. When word got out,
Dermod was subsequently interviewed

night. Mary was instrumental in making
this happen, along with a team of architects, artists, and the Dublin Port Authority. She gave me the task of getting together
the history of the bell and that of its inventor, Bindon Blood Stoney. Coming from a
research background, I grabbed this task
with both hands. My proudest moment

est museum, apparently) now on Sir John

of 40) and in all weather conditions (from
sweltering heatwaves to full-on blizzards,
ry coat). And if the weather was bad, Mary
was always concerned for my well-being. I
appreciated that no end: she was a superb
person to work for.

employed to give walking tours around the
raucous streets of Dublin to groups of any

funct) H.W Wilson Co, being largely con-

By one of those odd quirks of fate, and before I became a genealogist and editor, I
worked for Mary Mulvihill as a tour guide
and researcher for four years (2012–2015).

bered.

-

Street in Stoneybatter, north Dublin City
an Dolan, who lives there still. At the event
leagues and those involved in keeping her
memory – and her mission – alive (Fig. 6).

noon of Saturday, 6 November 2021 in the

itage, scientists, and inventions, including
women in the sciences (both past and
present). Arguably more important than
the information was that she managed to
communicate this in a friendly, inimitable
style, with authority and humour, to the
Irish public and to international audiencnal articles, blogs, appeared on numerous television programmes, and spoke at
conferences and at many special events.
It is completely appropriate that Mary
Mulvihill should be given a Blue Plaque
for Science Communication (Fig. 4).

-

down the road from the Diving Bell on the
opposite quay). Always that bitter-sweet

a genealogist at the Irish Family History

July 2015, with Dermod himself, dressed
to the nines (Fig. 3), as a guest of honour
and being feted by press, politicians, and
photographers. The painful absence at
that ceremony was Mary herself: she had
passed away barely a month beforehand.
I now see that diving bell every day on my

Myself and Mary worked on
the large blue information
panels you can see all around
the edge. The previous time
Dermod was in here was
during the late 1950s when
he was in a hot pressurised

under its original work space
[Amazing view looking di-

shows Dermod in and under
the diving bell, which is painted orange and has been raised
up so the walk-in museum

> Figure 3 Dubliner Dermod
Heron as a guest of honour
at the 14 July 2015 opening
ceremony of the Dublin Diving Bell Museum on Sir John

tional Secretary for the
National Committee
for Commemorative
Plaques in Science and
Technology. Note the
picture of Mary herself
in the background!
Photo: Nicholas Bradshaw.

< Figure 4 The Blue
Plaque for Mary Mulvihill, awarded for her
achievements in Science Communication.
The plaque is being
band, Brian Dolan, and
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Cormac Sheridan (science
(member of
Nigel Monaghan (Keeper, Natural History Division,
Marion Palmer
Ena Prosser (for-

Anne Mulvihill (sister of the Mary Mulvihill, member of Mary Mulvihill
Nóirín Mulvihill (sister of Mary Mulvihill and Co-Chair of the Mary Mulvihill Association). Photo: Nicholas Bradshaw.

Therese Caherty

Brian Trench
Anne Fitzgerald

, member of the Mary Mulvihill Association
Professor Margaret
Aileen McGrath (Treasurer of the

^ Figure 7 Speaking at the ceremony, Nóirín Mulvihill, Mary Mul-

< Figure 6
winding up and round to lower right: Liam Ryan (
Fionnuala Murphy
Kelleher

in this house.

was written

then evolved into the modern
digital phone (without a dial).
Nóirín told us also that one of

which one could ingeniously

could be linked to the house in
which Mary lived. When Mary
bought 51 Manor Street it had
an old coin-operated phone
with the Press Button A and
Press Button B system [Older
readers in Ireland and Britain
will remember these, and pos-

love of the advancement of
technology and used the development of the telephone
– and, in particular, the development of the telephone system in Dublin, quoting a section from

husband) at 51 Manor Street, Stoneybatter, north Dublin City. Photo: Nicholas Bradshaw.

< Figure 5 The assembled group for the celebration of Mary Mulvihill being awarded a prestigious Blue

National Committee for Commemorative
Plaques in Science and Technology. Photo:

^ Figure 9 Speaking at the ceremony, Re-

nephew and godson. Photo:
Nicholas Bradshaw.

> Figure 8 Speaking at the cer-

and for Joni Mitchell.

8). He remembered Mary as a wonderful and caring aunt and godmother: she
ments and other things to try out, much to
the occasional consternation of his mother. Óran also told us that although Mary
was largely a classical music fan, she did

communication – yet this, in itself, was but
beit possibly the most appropriate one.

on the plaque committee, noted that this

Nigel put Rebecca in contact with Mary
and that meeting largely set the tone for

got curious, while working at the museum,
about some human remains about which
there was a question over their gender
and, making quite a leap, were there any

Rebecca is a committee member of the
Mary Mulvihill Association, is Chair of the
Women In Technology and Science group
(WITS, an organization that Mary helped
found) and – most pertinently here – is the
National Secretary for the National Committee for Commemorative Plaques in Science and Technology (Fig. 9). Rebecca was
inadvertently introduced to WITS by Nigel
Monaghan (Keeper of Natural History at

^ Figure 10

the building stones and their geological
origins and how she would perennially get
very annoyed at the use of a rare form of
limestone outside Dublin Bus headquar-

of Cosmic Physics. Leo gave an emotional
speech about Mary, starting by noting “It
is terrible to talk in the past tense about
Mary”. He said that walking about Dublin
he feels her presence everywhere, because

Leo and Mary were very good friends for
many years. Leo is a highly respected
broadcaster, reporter, and science communicator and is on the Board of the Dub-

type of wilful ignorance she would counter with full force! A fantastic lady.

of world science by

Irishmen and women, who should know
better, actually went out of their way to

ed about the Dublin Diving Bell (on Sir
tastic public museum, and how Mary was
key to making this installation happen. He
also noted another facet to Mary: “She was
gently spoken … but had a spine of iron!”

she was still at university! Brian remains

she had lived for the best part of 30 years
(but she had grown up in Rathfarnham in
south Dublin), and that the house had had

tish theoretical physicist working at Dub-

^ Figure 11

also keeps Irish science alive in the public
consciousness. And he, Brian, is probably
the only person in Ireland who is an active
scientist living in a house where there is a
Blue Plaque to a former Irish scientist.

science communication: her archive is
now in Dublin City University, there is the
Mary Mulvihill Association, and there is
an annual memorial lecture and an award

^ Figure 12

The Blue Plaque went up on the wall of 51 Manor Street 24 November 2021 (Fig. 12).
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